Systematic overview of the present disposition of species once or currently attributed to the genus Ophiocoma Agassiz, 1836 

INTRODUCTION.
The circumtropical family Ophiocomidae holds some of the more dominant and conspicuous ophiuroid species present in coral and rocky reefs. The family is rich in eight genera, two of which relatively recently reviewed by Devaney (1970; 1978). One of these revised genera, Ophiocoma Agassiz, 1836, is well represented in the tropical to subtropical waters of KwaZulu-Natal in South Africa and deserves to be documented in a scientific paper.

However, as noted by O’Hara (2008), Devaney’s (1970) taxonomic revision of Ophiocoma does not allow easy identification of the species. Moreover, many of the synonomies used today have not been thoroughly questioned since Clark (1921) and, to a lesser extent, Devaney (1970) established them. To facilitate a new thorough taxonomic revision of the genus, a systematic overview of the scientific names that in the past and present have been attributed to the genus is here provided and annotated with a complete reference list. 

Starting point for this work is the ‘World Ophiuroidea Database’ (WOD) of Stöhr & O’Hara (2007), checked primarily against the momentous works of Clark (1921) and Devaney (1970).

Type species

Ophiura echinata Lamarck, 1816 (by subsequent designation of H.L. Clark, 1915)

Nomenclator arranged alphabetically via species epithet, valid OphiocomA species are in bold

Ophiocoma aegyptiaca Soliman, 1991 

Ophiocoma aethiops Lütken, 1859

Ophiocoma alexandri Lyman, 1860
Ophiocoma anaglyptica Ely, 1944

Ophiocoma arctica Müller & Trosschel, 1842

= Ophiacantha bidentata (Bruzelius, 1805); Clark, 1921

Ophiocoma Ballii W. Thompson, 1840 

= Ophiactis balli (W. Thompsom, 1840); Clark, 1921

= Ophiocoma goodsiri Forbes, 1841; Clark, 1921

Ophiocoma bellis Forbes, 1839

= Ophiopholis aculeata (Linnaeus, 1767); Clark, 1921

Ophiocoma bidentata Müller & Troschel, 1842

=Ophiacantha bidentata (Retzius
, 1805); Clark, 1921 

Ophiocoma bollonsi Farquhar, 1908 

= Clarckoma bollonsi (Farquhar, 1908); Devaney, 1970

Ophiocoma brachiata Montagu, 1841 

= Acrocnida brachiata (Montagu, 1841); Clark, 1921
Ophiocoma brevipes Peters, 1851

= Ophiocoma brevispinosa Smith, 1876; Clark, 1921

=?Ophiura squamata Lamarck, 1816; Clark, 1921

=?Ophiocoma punctata Duchassaing, 1850; Koehler, 1907

Ophiocoma canaliculata Lütken, 1869 
= Ophiocoma canaliculata var. pulchra H.L. Clark, 1928; H.L. Clark, 1938

= Ophiocoma pulchra H.L. Clark, 1928; H.L. Clark, 1938

= Ophiocoma punctata Koehler, 1931 (non Forbes, 1841); H.L. Clark, 1938

= Clarkcoma canaliculata (Lütken, 1869); Devaney, 1970

Ophiocoma cynthiae Benavides-Serrato & O'Hara, 2008

= ? O. tartarea Lyman, 1862; this work

Ophiocoma delicata H.L. Clark, 1932 
= Ophiarachna delicata (H.L. Clark, 1932); Devaney, 1970

Ophiocoma dentata Müller & Troschel, 1842

= Ophiocoma insularia Lyman, 1861; Devaney, 1970

= Ophiocoma brevipes var. insularia Lyman, 1861; Devaney 1970

= Ophiocoma variegata Smith, 1876; Devaney, 1970

= Ophiocoma terrispina Martens, 1870; Clark, 1921

= Ophiocoma brevipes var variegata Smith, 1876 (forma dentata & doederleini); Devaney, 1970

= Ophiocoma marmorata Marktanner-Turneretscher, 1887

NOTE: the WOD mentions Ophiocoma brevipes dentata (H.L. Clark, 1921), but this name cannot be retrieved from Clark (1921). Clark merely mentions that O. brevipes var. variegata Smith, 1876 has two forms; the dentata Lütken (non Müller & Troschel) morph and the döderleini de Loriol morph. Devaney (1970) assigns both forms to the synonymy of O. dentata Müller & Troschel (non Lütken). The combination O. brevipes dentata (H.L. Clark, 1921) cannot be used! Same situation as with O. brevipes dentata (H.L. Clark, 1921). The combination Ophiocoma brevipes doederleini (H.L. Clark, 1921) cannot be used! 

Ophiocoma didelphys Wyville-Thomson, 1876
= Ophiacantha vivipara Ljungman, 1870
Ophiocoma doederleini de Loriol, 1899

= Ophiocoma dentata Lütken, 1859 (non Müller & Troschel, 1842); HL. Clark, 1921
Ophiocoma echinata (Lamarck, 1816)

= Ophiura crassispina Say, 1825; Clark, 1921

= Ophiocoma echinata Agassiz, 1835; Clark, 1921

= Ophiocoma serpentaria Müller & Troschel, 1842; Clark, 1921

= Ophiocoma dentata Müller & Troschel, 1842 (non Lütken, 1859); Clark, 1921

= Ophiocoma tumida Müller & Troschel, 1842; Clark, 1921

= Ophiocoma crassispina Lütken, 1859; Clark, 1921
Ophiocoma echinulata Forbes, 1852 

= Ophiacantha bidentata (Retzius
, 1805); Clark, 1921
Ophiocoma endeani Rowe & Pawson, 1977 [nomen novum for Ophiocoma alernans Endean, 1964]

Ophiocoma erinaceus Müller & Troschel, 1842 

= Ophiocoma tartarea Lyman, 1861; Clark, 1921

= Ophiocoma nigra Michelin, 1863; Clark, 1921

= Ophiocoma scolopendrina var. erinaceus Koehler, 1898

= Ophiocoma erinacea Döderlein, 1889

= Ophiocoma similanensis Bussarawit & Rowe, 1985

Ophiocoma filiformis Forbes, 1841

= Amphiura filiformis (O.F. Müler); Clark, 1921
Ophiocoma goodsiri Forbes, 1840 

= Ophiactis balli (W. Thompson, 1840); Clark, 1921
Ophiocoma granulata Forbes, 1839 

= Ophiura granulata Fleming = Ophiacantha sphaerulata (Pennant); Clark, 1921

= Ophiocomina nigra (Abildgaard, in O.F. Müller, 1789); Stöhr & O’Hara, 2007
Ophiocoma isocantha (Say, 1825)
= Ophiostigma isocanthum (Say, 1825); Clark, 1921
Ophiocoma longispina H.L. Clark, 1917

= Ophiocoma brevipes var. longispina H.L. Clark, 1917; Devaney, 1970

= Ophiocoma insularia var. longispina H.L. Clark, 1917; Clark, 1921

Ophiocoma macroplaca (H.L. Clark, 1915)

Ophiocoma minuta Forbes, 1839
= Ophiothrix fragilis (Abildgaard, 1789); Clark, 1921

Ophiocoma neglecta Forbes, 1839

= Ophiura neglecta Johnston = Amphipholis squamata (Delle Chiaje); Clark, 1921
Ophiocoma nigra (Abildgaard, in O.F. Müller, 1789)
= Ophiocomina nigra (Abildgaard, in O.F. Müller, 1789); Stöhr & O’Hara, 2007

Ophiocoma nigra Müller & Troschel, 1842

= Ophiacantha sphaerulata (Pennant); Clark, 1921

Ophiocoma nilssoni Müller & Troschel, 1842

= Ophiacantha sphaerulata (Pennant); Clark, 1921

Ophiocoma occidentalis H.L. Clark, 1938

Ophiocoma ocellata v. Martens, 1867

= Ophiarachna incrassata (Lamarck, 181)

Ophiocoma papillosa Lyman, 1875
= Ophiopteris papillosa (Lyman, 1875); Clark, 1921

Ophiocoma parva H.L. Clark, 1915
= Ophiocomella sexradia (Duncan, 1887); Stöhr & O’Hara, 2007
Ophiocoma paucigranulata Devaney, 1974
Ophiocoma pica Müller & Troschel, 1842 
= Ophiocoma lineolata Müller & Troschel 1842; Clark, 1921

= Ophiocoma sannio Lyman, 1861; Clark, 1921
Ophiocoma picta Müller & Troschel, 1842
= Ophiarthrum pictum (Müller & Troschel, 1842); Clark, 1921
Ophiocoma pulchra H.L. Clark, 1938 

=  Clarkcoma canaliculata (Lütken, 1869); Devaney, 1970
Ophiocoma pumila Lütken, 1856

= Ophiocoma placentigera Lütken, 1856; Clark, 1921

= ? Ophiocoma punctata Duchassaing, 1850; Lyman, 1872
Ophiocoma punctata Forbes, 1841
= Paramphiura punctata (Forbes, 1841); Clark, 1921 
Ophiocoma pusilla (Brock, 1888)
= Ophiocoma latilanxa Murakami, 1943; Devaney, 1970

Ophiocoma raschii G.O. Sars, 1872 

= Ophiacantha raschii (O.S. Sars, 1872); Clark, 1921

Ophiocoma rosula Forbes, 1839 

= Ophiothrix pentaphyllum (Pennant, 1777); H.L. Clark, 1921

= Ophiothrix fragilis (Abildgaard, 1789); Stöhr & O’Hara, 2008
Ophiocoma schoenleinii Müller & Troschel, 1842 

Ophiocoma scolopendrina (Lamarck, 1816)
=Ophiocoma scolopendrina Müller & Troschel, 142; Clark, 1915

=Ophiocoma molaris Lyman, 1861; Clark, 1821 

= Ophiocoma alternans von Martens, 1870; Clark, 1921

= Ophiocoma lubrica Koehler, 1898; Clark, 1921

=?Ophiocoma variabilis Grube, 1857; Clark, 1921

Ophiocoma tumida Müller & Troschel, 1842 
=  Ophioderma longicauda (Bruzelius, 1805); Koehler, 1924

Ophiocoma valenciae Müller & Troschel, 1842

= ?Ophiocoma valentiae de Loriol, 1894; Clark, 1921
Ophiocoma variabilis Grube, 1857

= ?Ophiocoma scolopendrina (Lamarck, 1816); Clark, 1921

Ophiocoma vivipara Wyville Thomson, 1877 

= Ophiacantha vivipara Ljungmann

Ophiocoma wendtii Koehler, 1907

= Ophiocoma riisei Lütken, 1856; Devaney, 1970

=Ophiomastix koehleri Devaney, 1977; Cherbonnier & Guille, 1877
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� Check authority; WOD mentions ‘Bruzelius’ as author


� Rather than erecting a new species, it would have been more stable to erect a neotype for O. tartarea


� Check authority; WOD mentions Bruzelius as author





